
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

    
 

 
 

NEWSFLASH – FEBRUARY  2015

Gautrain plans extensions – The 
Gautrain network is to be extended to 
areas including Soweto, Sunninghill, 
and Fourways. The capacity on the 
Gautrain would also be boosted in the 
coming months. The extensions are 
expected to take more than 24 months.  
 
Qatar launch first new route for 2015    
Qatar Airways will operate daily non-
stop flights to Amsterdam from the 
16th of June. Amsterdam will become 
the airline’s 34th destination in Eu-
rope. The new route will be operated 
by a Boeing 787 Dreamliner, offering 
22 fully flat-bed seats in business class 
and 232 in economy class. 

 
Thompsons Africa launches Madiba 
Tour - Thompsons Africa has 
launched ‘A Life Celebrated Tour’, a 
10-night guided tour from Johannes-
burg to Cape Town, that visits some 
of the places that were part of Nelson 
Mandela’s life. The tour is subject to a 
minimum of two passengers travel-
ling and is valid for travel in April 
2015. 

 
Virgin Brand adds Virgin Cruises -  
Sir Richard Branson plans to add 
Virgin Cruises to the travel options 
already available under the Virgin 
brand. The venture, to be launched 
with two new ships, will be based in 
the Miami and Fort Lauderdale area, 
with Caribbean cruises the initial fo-
cus. The launch date for Virgin Cruis-
es has not been confirmed, but it typi-
cally takes around two years to build 
the ships required. 
 
Scandanavian Airline and Etihad 
Airways announce codeshare –. 
Scandinavian airline, SAS, and Etihad  
 

Airways are set to begin codeshare 
operations, providing customers with 
enhanced travel options to Eu-
rope. Both airlines will also develop 
and sign a frequent flyer agreement, 
which will benefit the members of 
Etihad Airways’ Etihad Guest and 
SAS’s EuroBonus loyalty pro-
grammes. 
 
SAA ‘reinvents’ Voyager programme 
SAA frequent flyers will, from early 
2015, be rewarded for the amount of 
money they spend with the airline 
rather than the number of miles they 
have travelled. This is just one of nu-
merous changes SAA has made to its 
Voyager loyalty programme in an ef-
fort to attract, retain and reward cus-
tomers fairly. 
 
Deltas premium pax Check-In Ser-
vice - Delta Air Lines is offering a pri-
vate, drive-through check-in for busi-
ness-class passengers flying out of 
Heathrow. Passengers can now be 
dropped off at Virgin Atlantic’s Upper 
Class Wing, a private terminal. A ded-
icated, private lane to the security 
checkpoint in Terminal 3 allows pas-
sengers to get from their car to the 
Virgin Atlantic Clubhouse lounge in 
ten minutes. Passengers are welcomed 
kerbside by name and escorted to a 
check-in desk. The service needs to be 
reserved within one month of travel-
ling but not less than 14 hours prior to 
the flight’s departure time. 
 
HOP! takes over AF short-haul 

flights -  From the 2015 European 
summer, all Air France short-haul 
flights will be operated by HOP! Air 
France. The airline released a state-
ment saying the objective of the shift  
 

was to recover profitability on the 
short-haul market within three years. 
 
Airlink changes fleet, ups capacity  -  
Airlink will retire its last seven re-
maining Jetstream 41s fleet, which 
will gradually be replaced by ERJ-135s 
resulting in an increase in capacity 
and reduced flying time to several 
destinations.  
 
Additional flights for SA Express  
South African Express Airways has 
added flights to Walvis Bay, effective 
February 1. 
 
Robben Island Museum plagued by 
claims of mismanagement - Com-
plaints have poured in from tour op-
erators who say Robben Island is be-
ing mismanaged.  Unsafe boats, un-
professional tour guides and services 
no longer available are some of the 
issues that are leading tour operators 
to the point of dissuading their cus-
tomers from taking the tour. Robben 
Island Museum has also said that it 
will not meet the April deadline for 
the new ferry it sought to acquire. 

Short stay Schengen Visas for South 
African passport holders - Visa appli-
cants holding a South African pass-
port and born in South Africa who 
apply with all the required documents 
will now have their short-stay 
Schengen visa within 48 hours: 2 
business days from the time the appli-
cation is lodged in Cape Town and 
Johannesburg. For the Durban branch, 
the 48 hours delay does not include 
the transfers between Durban and 
Johannesburg. 

"Passion and strife bow down the mind." - Virgil   



                           
 
From:  R8 315 p/p sharing 
 
Valid until 31 March 2015 
(for SA Residents Only) 
 
 
Includes:  

 Return flights to Livingstone ex Johannesburg on SAA 

 Return airport-hotel transfers  

 3 Nights at the 3* Cresta Sprayview with breakfast daily 

 A dinner cruise that includes snacks, all drinks, 3 course plated meal and transfer from 
town hotels 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

                          
                         From:  R15 999 p/p sharing  
                          (option to upgrade to full board) 
 
                            Set Departure:  11 March 2015  
 
                            Includes: 
 

 Return flights and taxes 

 7 Nights at the centrally located Cassells  
Al Barsha Hotel with a rooftop swimming pool  
located in Bur Dubai 

 Breakfast daily 
 

 Go Dune Bashing on a Desert Safari 
 Visit the worlds tallest building, Burj Khalifa 

 
 
 
 
 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
All prices quoted are subject to change without prior notice, due to airfare increases and / or currency fluctuations and subject to availability. 
Please contact GRAYSTON TRAVEL on the following telephone Number:  011 613-1944 / Fax:  011 613-1948 A/H Cell:  083 610 2171  

www.grayston.co.za 
 

http://www.grayston.co.za/

